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What is the need for freedom?

Why the constraints are necessary for freedom?

What is a positive aspect of liberty?

What is political liberty?

How can freedom of expression be justified?

What is the importance of freedom for individuals and societies?
What do you mean by national freedom?

Is the total absence of constraints or restrictions possible for freedom?
What is the need for constraints?

. Define liberalism.

. Explain the significance of the positive aspect of liberty.

. What is negative freedom (liberty) and why is it considered important in political theory?
. Define negative freedom as the absence of external constraints on individual actions and

choices.

Discuss how negative freedom contributes to personal autonomy and individual rights.
How does negative freedom relate to concepts such as civil liberties and human rights?
Analyze the connection between negative freedom and the protection of freedoms such as
speech, assembly, and privacy.

Provide examples of how societies safeguard negative freedom through legal and
institutional frameworks.

What are the limitations or criticisms of negative freedom in promoting social justice and
equality?

Discuss concerns that emphasis on negative freedom may neglect structural inequalities and
barriers faced by marginalized groups.

Define positive freedom as freedom as emancipation and development.

Explain positive freedom as the ability to fulfill one's potential and achieve self-realization.
Discuss how positive freedom differs from negative freedom in terms of its focus on
empowerment and capabilities.

How do theories of positive freedom address issues of social and economic justice?
Explore how positive freedom theories advocate for equal opportunities, access to
education, healthcare, and economic resources.

Provide examples of policies or movements that aim to promote positive freedom and
social development.

What challenges exist in realizing positive freedom in practice?

Analyze barriers such as poverty, discrimination, and political repression that hinder
individuals from achieving positive freedom.
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Discuss the role of governments, international organizations, and civil society in promoting
positive freedom globally.

Why is freedom of belief considered fundamental in democratic societies?

Discuss how freedom of belief protects religious, philosophical, and ideological diversity.
Analyze its role in fostering tolerance, pluralism, and societal cohesion.

What is the significance of freedom of expression in promoting democratic governance?
Explain how freedom of expression supports informed public discourse, accountability, and
transparency.

Discuss the balance between freedom of expression and limitations (e.g., hate speech laws,
national security concerns).

Why is freedom of dissent crucial for political participation and social change

Analyze the role of dissent in challenging authority, advocating for reforms, and promoting
human rights.

Provide examples of historical or contemporary movements where freedom of dissent has
been instrumental in achieving social progress.

UNIT 1

1. Define formal equality (equality of opportunity) and its importance in society.

2. Explain how formal equality ensures that individuals have equal access to opportunities
regardless of their background or characteristics.

3. Discuss examples of policies or practices that promote equality of opportunity in education,
employment, and social mobility.

4. How does formal equality contribute to meritocracy and social cohesion?

5. Analyze how merit-based systems and equal access to education and employment
opportunities foster individual achievement and societal progress.

6. Discuss challenges or criticisms related to achieving true equality of opportunity in
practice.

7. What are the implications of failing to achieve equality of opportunity in terms of social
mobility and economic disparities?

8. Explore how barriers such as discrimination, poverty, and unequal access to resources
hinder equal opportunities for individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds.

9. What is political equality and why is it important for democratic governance?

10. Define political equality as equal rights and opportunities to participate in political
processes, such as voting and running for office.

11. Discuss how political equality ensures representation, legitimacy, and accountability in
democratic systems.

12. How does political inequality manifest in different societies?

13. Analyze disparities in political participation, representation, and influence among different
social groups (e.g., gender, race, socio-economic status).

14. Provide examples of efforts to promote political equality through electoral reforms,
affirmative action, or grassroots movements.

15. What are the challenges or barriers to achieving political equality?

16. Discuss issues such as voter suppression, gerrymandering, campaign finance disparities,
and underrepresentation of marginalized groups in political institutions.

17. Define egalitarianism and its focus on addressing background inequalities and differential
treatment.

18. Explain how egalitarian principles aim to reduce disparities in wealth, income, and social
status through redistributive policies.

19. Discuss the ethical and moral justifications for egalitarianism in promoting social justice
and fairness.

20. How do background inequalities contribute to differential treatment in society?



21. Analyze how systemic inequalities based on race, gender, class, and other factors lead to
differential treatment in access to opportunities, resources, and services.

22. Provide examples of policies or initiatives aimed at addressing these disparities and
promoting egalitarian principles.

23. What are the critiques of egalitarianism, and how can these challenges be addressed?

24. Discuss criticisms related to the effectiveness of redistributive policies, incentives for
productivity, and individual responsibility.

25. Explore alternative approaches or reforms that balance egalitarian goals with economic
efficiency and social cohesion.
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Define procedural justice and its importance in legal and social systems.
2. Explain how procedural justice ensures fairness in decision-making processes, such as
trials, hearings, and administrative procedures.
3. Discuss principles of procedural justice, such as transparency, impartiality, and due
process.
4. How does procedural justice protect individual rights and promote trust in institutions?
5. Analyze the role of procedural safeguards in preventing miscarriages of justice and
upholding the rule of law.
Provide examples of cases or reforms that highlight the importance of procedural fairness in
legal proceedings.
What are the challenges or criticisms of achieving procedural justice?
Discuss issues such as biases in legal systems, access to legal representation, and disparities in
procedural protections for marginalized groups.
Define distributive justice and its relevance in addressing social and economic inequalities.
. Explain how distributive justice concerns the fair allocation of resources, opportunities, and
benefits in society.
Discuss theories of distributive justice, including egalitarianism, utilitarianism, and Rawlsian
principles of justice.
How does distributive justice inform public policies and social welfare programs?
Analyze how governments and institutions prioritize fairness in taxation, social services,
healthcare, and education.
Provide examples of redistributive policies aimed at reducing poverty and inequality.
What are the ethical considerations and challenges in implementing distributive justice?
Discuss debates over the role of government intervention, merit versus need-based allocation,
and the impact on economic incentives and productivity.
Define global justice and its relevance in addressing transnational issues and disparities.
Explain how global justice concerns the fair treatment of individuals and nations in the global
arena, including human rights, trade, and environmental issues.
Discuss theories and approaches to global justice, such as cosmopolitanism, humanitarian
intervention, and global governance.
How do international organizations and agreements promote global justice?
Analyze the role of institutions like the United Nations, International Criminal Court, and
international treaties in advancing global justice norms.
Provide examples of initiatives or cases where global justice considerations have influenced
international policies and actions.
What are the challenges and criticisms of achieving global justice?
Discuss issues such as sovereignty concerns, power imbalances between states, and the
effectiveness of international law in addressing global injustices.
. What are the ethical and legal debates surrounding capital punishment?
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Discuss arguments for and against the use of the death penalty, including deterrence, justice for
victims, and human rights concerns.

Analyze international perspectives and trends regarding the abolition or retention of capital
punishment.

How does capital punishment reflect broader issues of procedural and distributive justice?
Examine cases of wrongful convictions, disparities in sentencing, and the impact of
socioeconomic factors on legal outcomes.

Discuss efforts to reform capital punishment laws and practices to ensure fairness and
accountability.

What is the role of global justice principles in the debate over capital punishment?

Explore how international human rights standards and norms influence national policies on the
death penalty.

Provide examples of countries or regions where capital punishment policies have been
contested or reformed in response to global justice concerns.

UNIT IV

=

What are natural rights, and how do they differ from legal rights?

2. Define natural rights as inherent rights that are considered fundamental to human beings by
virtue of their humanity.

3. Discuss the historical development of natural rights theories, such as those articulated by
John Locke or Thomas Hobbes.

4. How do natural rights theories influence modern conceptions of human rights?

5. Analyze the connection between natural rights and internationally recognized human rights,
such as the right to life, liberty, and property.

6. Discuss debates over the universality and cultural relativism of natural rights principles.

7. What are the criticisms of natural rights theories in contemporary discourse?

8. Discuss challenges such as the lack of consensus on specific natural rights, conflicts
between rights, and the application of natural rights in diverse cultural context.

9. Define moral rights and legal rights, and their relationship within legal systems.

10. Explain moral rights as ethical principles that individuals are entitled to regardless of legal
recognition.

11. Discuss legal rights as rights recognized and enforced by law, often codified in
constitutions or international treaties.

12. How do moral and legal rights intersect in protecting individual freedoms and
responsibilities?

13. Analyze examples where moral rights have influenced legal developments or vice versa,
such as the abolition of slavery or recognition of indigenous rights.

14. Discuss the role of advocacy and social movements in expanding legal rights based on
moral principles.

15. What are the challenges in balancing moral considerations with legal rights in policy-
making?

16. Discuss ethical dilemmas related to rights conflicts, privacy concerns, and the
responsibilities of individuals and governments in protecting rights.

17. Describe the concept of three generations of rights (civil and political rights, economic,
social, and cultural rights, and collective rights).

18. Explain the evolution of human rights categories from civil and political rights (first
generation) to economic, social, and cultural rights (second generation), and collective
rights (third generation).

19. Discuss how these categories address different aspects of individual and collective well-

being.
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How do three generations of rights reflect changing societal values and priorities?
Analyze the implementation and prioritization of rights in different regions and countries
based on historical, political, and economic contexts.

Provide examples of challenges in realizing each generation of rights and efforts to
integrate them into national legal frameworks and policies.

What is the significance of recognizing collective rights in promoting global solidarity and
sustainable development?

Discuss how collective rights, such as the rights of indigenous peoples or environmental
rights, contribute to inclusive and sustainable development goals.

Explore debates over the enforcement and accountability mechanisms for collective rights
at national and international levels.

Explain the relationship between rights and obligations in the context of human rights.
Define obligations as duties or responsibilities that correspond to the enjoyment of rights,
such as respecting the rights of others and fulfilling social responsibilities.

Discuss how international human rights frameworks balance individual rights with the
responsibilities of states and other duty-bearers.

How do rights and obligations intersect in addressing specific issues, such as gender
equality or children’s rights?

Analyze examples where obligations to protect and fulfill rights have led to policy changes
or legal reforms.

Discuss challenges in enforcing rights and obligations, particularly in contexts where rights
are violated or disregarded.

What are the specific rights and challenges faced by girl children globally?

Discuss issues such as access to education, healthcare, protection from violence, child
marriage, and discrimination based on gender.

Analyze the impact of cultural norms, poverty, and lack of legal protection on the rights of
girl children.

How do international human rights frameworks address the rights of the girl child?
Explore conventions such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).

Discuss efforts by governments, NGOs, and international organizations to promote and
protect the rights of girl children.

What are the challenges in realizing the rights of the girl child, and what strategies can be
adopted to address these challenges?

Analyze barriers such as gender stereotypes, inadequate resources, and gaps in
implementation and enforcement of laws.

Propose recommendations for policy reforms, advocacy initiatives, and community-based
interventions to advance the rights and well-being of girl children globally.
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UnitVv

What is political obligation, and what are the main theories explaining why individuals
should obey the state?

Discuss theories such as social contract theory, natural law theory, and consent-based
theories.

Analyze the concept of legitimacy and its role in justifying political authority.

What are the moral and practical considerations surrounding civil disobedience?

Define civil disobedience and discuss examples from history or contemporary contexts.
Explore criteria for justifying civil disobedience (e.g., non-violence, public interest, respect
for law).

What are the limits of political obligation?



8. Discuss scenarios where individuals or groups may have moral grounds to disobey the
state.

9. Analyze critiques of political obligation theories, including challenges from anarchism or
libertarianism.

10. Define human rights and discuss their historical development and international recognition.

11. Explain the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other key human rights
instruments.

12. Discuss the role of international law and institutions in promoting human rights.

13. What is cultural relativism, and how does it challenge the universality of human rights?

14. Define cultural relativism and its argument that rights are culturally specific.

15. Analyze cultural practices or beliefs that conflict with international human rights standards.

16. How can we reconcile cultural diversity with the universality of human rights?

17. Discuss approaches such as dialogue, education, and contextual adaptation of human rights
norms.

18. Analyze critiques of cultural relativism and arguments for universal human rights
principles.

19. Define multiculturalism and its goals in pluralistic societies.

20. Explain policies and practices that recognize and promote cultural diversity within a
society.

21. Discuss multiculturalism as a response to immigration, globalization, and minority rights.

22. What are the challenges and criticisms of multiculturalism?

23. Analyze debates over integration versus segregation, cultural cohesion, and national
identity.

24. Discuss concerns about cultural practices that may conflict with human rights or gender
equality.

25. How can societies balance multiculturalism with the need for social cohesion and shared
values?

26. Discuss strategies for fostering tolerance, understanding, and mutual respect among diverse
cultural groups.

27. Analyze the role of education, civic engagement, and legal frameworks in promoting social
harmony.

Assignment(s)
1. The Concept of Political Obligation and Civil Disobedience
2. Universal Human Rights vs. Cultural Relativism
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